Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



^t1 






" •■■}■' rl 




*^ 






^vSS^^^^I 






t /I ll 







^' 



i=^° 






'^^^d- 



/ 



A 



LETTER 



T A 




Member of Parliament. 

shewing the Neceflity of 

Regulating the P R E S S^- 

CHIEFLY ^ 

From the Neceflity of Publick Eftablifli- ^ 
ments in Religion. 

From the Rights and Immunities ofa Na- 
tional Church. 

And theTruft repofed in thcChriftianMa- 
giftrate to Protect and Defend them. 

WITH 

A VartieitUr ANSWER to the OBJECTIONS 
thAt ofUte have been AdvAneed again H it. 



OXFORD: 

Printed for George Wefi^ and Henry Clement 

M. DC. XCIX. 
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The C O N T EN T S. 

AN Enquiry into the Duty of the Magi- 
ftrate in matters ofRefigion : Se6t i . 

Confideredy firU yUnder a/iate <?/Nature,lb. 

Secondly yunder ajiate <^Re velation:Se^. i . 

zAn Ohje&ion anfwered : Sed:. 3. 

<LAn Enquiry when there are two or more 
SeUs of Religion in any Government yWhy 
the Magiflrate is under an obligation of 
prote&ingy or rather advancing the one 
more than the other : Seel. 4., and r. 

The Rights and Authority of a National 
Church, confidered and ftaied: Seft. s- 

The Reftraint of the Prefs demon/hatedynH 
only as it is a neceffary provt/ion to ad- 
vance the Inter efts of K^Xi^ion Jfut to pre - 
ferve and maintain the Ends and De- 
Jigns of it, as profejfhd irt a National 
Church : Seft. 6. 

The Necef/ity of Tuhlick Eftahli/hments in 
^' Religion y and the pernicious InfUtences 
which the Liberty of the Prefs has upoti 
themy as introductory of Scepticifin, He- 
refie and Infidelity : Se6t. '-jptyand 9 . 
. The Argument reprefented in federal In- 
fiances from fome late Trints : Se€t. 8,9. 

Obje&ions anfwered. 



The Contents. 

As 'firsts That the Attempts andMtJchiefs 
of the P refs, may as effe&ually be obviated 
hy particular Laws^and that a Reftraiiit 
of the Vrefs from the Experience of former 
times has not prevented' em: Se^. lo. 

Secondly y That a Reftraint of the Prefs is a 
giving up of the Confciences and Judg- 
?nents of Mankind to a Tarty^and a Con- 
demning them to an Implkil Faith, and 
is a direB Method to involve the World 
in Ignorance and Error : Sed:. 1 1 , 

Th^ Church of England denies no Goff)el 
means of Information : Se6t. I r. 

Thirdly J^'hat every one ^ot only of Natural 

. Right y hut in point of Charity, may, and 
ought to puhlifb whatever appears to he 
Truth; and confequently the Reftraint of 
the Vrci^s, which abridges this Right^miiSf 
he unlawful J and unjuSl ;. Scdl. i. g . 

The Natural Rights of Trivate Terfon^ in 

. , thefiafe before us, /iated:SQdi,i^, 
\* The T>uty of Informing other sjiated: lb. 

Fourthly , That the Reftraint ^/^^ Prefs, is 
an Invafion of the Liberty , andTroperty 
. of an Englifhman : Se<a:. i j*. 

The Conclu/ion, in an Addrefi to the H o- 
NouRABLE Member: Sed:. id. 
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LETTER 

TO A 

Member of Parliament ; 

SHEWING 

t 

The Necejfity of Regulating fheV RES S: 
H^th a T articular A n s w e R /© the 
(Tbjections that of late have heen 
ad/\tanced againU it, 

V • ■ . - . . ■ 

Sir, 

YOU have been pl^s'd to foUicite 
my Opinion in a Matter of Im- 
portance, by way of Requeft^ when You 
might ha'^e juftly layd Tour Commands ; 
and I now prefent it with all imaginable 
Deference and Humility, You have led 
me into a large Field of Argument y and 
propos'd fevcral weighty Enquiries ; but 
iihce they are advanced with regard to a 
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General "Defigfty viz. The Liberty of the 
P & £ s s ; I ftiall not bind my felf up to 
that Order they are propos'd in, but ihall 
Q>eak to them^ as they will beft comport 
with the Scheme I have proje^d , to 
evince the Expediency of Reflrmning the 
Trefi. 

In order to this Dcfign, I Ihall reduce 
them to three or four General Enquiries. 

As firft. How far the 'Duty of theGvtl 
Governing Towers extends in Matters of 
Religion} 

Secondly, ffHseu there are two or more 
Se&s of Religion in any Government ^ why 
the Magi/Irate is under an Obligatieu cf 
prote&ingi or rather advancing the one, 
more than the Mher : And on this Head 
I ihall confider the Rights and Autibtority 
of a >^atioi^l Church. 

Thirdly, Whether the Reflraint (f the 
Trefi is not a neeeffary provifion^ not mly 
to advance the Inter efts rf the true Reli- 
, hut to preferve and maintain the 
ids and Ttefigns of it, as profejSd in a 
' lonal Church ? 

Sect. 
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Sect. L I begin with an Enquiry inu 
the Duty of the Chil Governing Towers in 
Matters cf Religion. 

And> Firftj It will be received as an in- 
diiputable Article y or Tropofitiony That 
every Governing 'Power (of lyuty as well 
as R^ht) is fb ht to infpe6t the Af^ir of 
Rehgion, that nothing be advanced^ that 
mani&ftly incommodes the Rights or In- 
terefts of the Civil Tolity : But whether 
any Government^ is under a further Con- 
cern or Obligation > feems to be the Cafe 
under debate. Now it will beft be ad- 
jul9;e4 by confidering the Nature and 2)^- 
J%n of eivil. Government ; firft under a 
&iX/& oi Nature y and fecondly under a ftate 
of Revelation. 

That Government in general is an Or- 
^nance of G or>i iy 'Divine TnfHtut ion, zi^ 
well as jMowanQe, and confequently that 
there are certain Bnds and Defigns pecu- 
liar to it, eitabliihed in the lame Autho- 
rity, are Truths that will be eafily fubfcri- 
bed to. But then if Government refts on 
?L Divine Original, and there are certain 
DivineEnds and Purpofes appropriate to it; 
it cannot well be imagin'd that the Cia;// 

B X Wei- 
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Wel^re and Condufl: of Mankind^is the fole 
and entire Pro vinceof the Gmlida^jfirate, 
If Religion is the moft^ important Con- 
cern of Mankind ; and if there's Fealty y 
Wor/hip,' and Obedience , due from a Crea- 
ture towards a Sovereign CreatoTy even 
under the moft fimple ftate of Nature ; 
why ihould not that Great God, which 
conftitutes the Civil Magiftrates Super- 
intendants over the Secular af&irs of Man- 
kind, be as zealous to make them Guar- 
dians of thofe things that are placed more 
near him, and them too, his Honour and 
Glory ? And therefore I'm perfwad^d it's 
neijrher Boldnefs . nor Arrogance to pro- 
nounce. That the Civil Governing Tower y 
ox Magifirate, was originally conftituted 
for the Conduct of Mankind, in all the 
Inftances of Human Happinefi ; and coh- 
fequently in a Religious as well as Civil 
Capacity. Indeed the infeparable Deperi- 
dasce and Affinity, h^VNecn Civil Happi- 
nefi and Religion, (were other Arguments 
wanting) is alone Sufficient to evince it : 
But were the Experience of Mankind, and 
the univerfel Practice of all Civiliz'd Go- 
vernments, lummoned in to decide the 

Con- 



Controverfy , they muft place it above 
Difpute^r Gavil. If we refped the earliefts 
Accounts of Governments, and particu- ' 
larly thofe delivered in Sacred Story, we 
find the Characters of Trince and Triesi, 
refiding in the fame Perfon. 

Before G qj> had inftituted sipo/ifive eco- 
nomy of -Religion, and a peculiar Order of 
Triefthood, it was part of the Tatriarchal 
province, not only to inftru6l their People 
to call tipon tbfi Name of the Lord, but to 
wait on the very ^tar; and perform the 
Prieftly Funftion ^i Sacrifices. As iis 
higbfy prohdble front the Htftory cf the 
Creation.^ the firft Governments of the 
World, had their Rife ^nd Foundation iii 
Fathers of Families ; fb we are undoubt- 
edly inftrufted that they obtained the 
Ch'3iX?L6kGVo£Tatres patria, by executing 
aU the Offices of a. 'Parent ^ as well as Eing. 
j§fraham had no doubt his Duty rejpre- 
fented as a Trince ^ as well as Mafter of a 
Family^ under the. Compliment o/ a Di- 
vine Confidence : for / Imow him ihat he 
uuUl command, hk Children , and. his houf- 
hold after him, and theyjhall keep the way 
of the Lord^ to do juftice. and judgment , 

Gen. 



<ien. i8. 19. And truly fince both Prince 
and Tarettty have the Imprefs of jDmne 
jiuthority upon em ; and there is £uch a 
itri^t Affinity and Correfpondence between 
'enij from the original frame of things ; if 
the Character of a Tarent extends to a 
Religious as well as Ctml Capacity, it can- 
not well be difputed, but that of a Trince 
carries the fame extent and latitude. And 
therefore it may fafely be concluded, that 
it was a point of Duty in the Magifiratey 
antecedent to any pojispoe Oeconomy of Re- . 
Ugion, to promote the Interefts, if not exe- 
cute the Spiritual V\xn6dons of Religion , 
as well, as advance the Welfere of the 
State : And very probably it was a Irvine 
Inftitution, as ancient and primitive as 
Government it felf 

And certainly the Model of all Heathen 
Governments confiniis the Notion. It's 
well known the E^fptian Monarchs ( Fa- 
mous in the earlieft Records) bare the 
Character of TrieSly as well as £jng. The 
Chinese to this Day, look upon the Prieft- 
hood to bear fb near a Relation to that of 
the Empire, that the molt Solemn My*? 

fteries of Religion, are flill a Prerogative 

pecu- 
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peculiar tp the Sovereign. Religion in the 
Eaftefn and Weftern parts of jStrope, was 
always fb much the Bufinefs of Govern- 
ment^ that if the publick Afts and Offices 
of Religion were not immediately per- 
formed by the Magifirafe, they were cour 
ftantly dire^fced^ and enforced by hini. If 
the publick Defence of a Countrey^ where 
its Territories were enlarged and extend- 
ed^ diverted him from attending the ^- 
far, it was his ipecial Gare to conftitute 
a Triefthoody and regulate the Af&irs of 
Religion, by publick Laws and Sanations : 
thefe are iixch known and allowed Truths, 
and fo well attefted^ in the Learning of 
the Creeks and Latins, that I fliall not 
now appeal to Authors ; and they are all 
convincing Evidences > that one End of 
Government^ in the original Frame and 
Model of it, was to tnff>e6t the Condu61: of 
Mankind in the j^airs of Religion. Thus 
for not only the Duty , but Prerogative 
of the Magiftrate difcovers it ielf in a 
State of Nature, antecedent to Reve;- 
latron. 

V • 

Sect. 
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Sect. IT. It remains that we confider 
it under ^ poiitive Oeconomy of Re- 
ligion. 

Andj firftj under that of th tjews. Now 
tho' God thought fit upon the firft pofi- 
tive Eftablilhmeht of Religion, to infti- 
tute an Order of Men, and feparate theni 
from the reft of the People, to attend at 
his-^//^r, to offer for thenifelves, and the 
fiai of others ; yet it s mahiieft he did not 
exempt the Civil Mdgi/irate from infpeft- 
ing the Afl&irs of Religion. No, it was his 
fpecial Duty, to protect and defend the 
True Religion ; to punifli and iupprefs 
Idolatry y Seducers ^ and Falje TrophetSy 
and to make fuch wholefom provifibnsi as 
ierved the caufe of Religion, in the en- 
forcement of its Tublickj^&s and Offices, 
and in the Advancement of its Ettds and 
^ejigns. The Sacred Writings have deli- 
vered fo many Inftances, and Rules of this 
Nature, that it is wholly needlefs to en- 
large in an exprefs Citation. It's well 
known he often direded the Building of 
places oi Religious JVor/hip, enjoy n'd Pafts; 
and in a word, interpos'd in moft of the 
Circumftantials of Religion. Now it's 

certain 
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certaitt thefe were not bare ArUirary 
Offices y and the produ6l; of a Voluntary 
Zeal ; but they were either the imme- 
diate Inftru6tion of Hea'uen, or the effefts 
of ^ibme General Trecepts j and confe- 
quently were intended as landing In- 
ftances of 2)ut/. If we examine the oeco- 
nomy of the G£ff>e/ , we mull conclude. 
That as we have not the leaft hint that 
any ways abridges the i?/]g;^/j and Autho- 
rity q£ the Civil Magi/hrate^ further than 
they were exercifed under the Law, fo we 
do not find the leaft Exemption from any 
Moral point of *Duty in the Affairs of Re- 
ligtony to which they were antecedently 
bound. Now it cannot be deny'd , but 
that the Nature and State of the Chriflian 
Church is frequently deicrib'd in the Wri- 
tings of the Trophets: And among thole 
various . Defcriptions , the Chara&er of 
Chri/Han Kings and Trinces, recorded by 
the Prophet ffaiah, is as glorious as it is 
remarkable : ^Ahd Kings Jhall he thy nur- 
fing Fathers, and their ^eens thy nur- 

Jing Mothers ^or they Jhall not he 

q/bamedthat wait for me. If a, 44. v. ^g; 
This PafFage is linanimoully interpreted- 

C of 
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o£thQ Chr^an Map/irate ; and certainly 
we are not to receive it as a Predi^ion of 
a Contingent Bleffing, or Matter of Fad, 
but agreeable to the Trophetk\ Style 
(whidi often exhibits Duties^under finiple 
Predi^ions ) as carrying the Force of a 
Trecept in it. Thus we fee .the Magifirate 
is not only Tater T atria j but Tater Ec- 
define. This is his Character y and his 
Duty : and certainly, if he anfwers the 
Defigns of it> he muft not only cherijb^ 
but prote& y and defend the Church of 
Chriii ; and in a word, liberally minii^r 
to it, whatever is necefiary for its Support 
and Trejervation. Upon the whole then, 
we may juftly coadndca^ "^That tho' God, 
under the Jetvi/h, as weiris,(?^^/ cEcotto- 
my> was pleaied to feled: a peculiar ^der 
«)f Men, to wait on his Altar, kn^je^i 
immediately profecute all the D^|^ 
Religion ; yet the Civil M^iftrate ftiU 
rightfully minifters to the fame Defigns 
in all Cafes, where God has not inter- 
|)ofed by fome Toftti'be Rule, or Trecept ; 
10 that he's ftill the Supreme Guardian 
and Trote&or, in the ceconomy, of Religion, 
JLSWQ\\sL6 0vilTo/it/. He's Cu//os utri- 
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ufque Tabula ; that is, he s not only en- 
trufted to enforce the Obfervance of all Sor 
cial Vertues, upon which the Pe<ice' and 
IntereB of Government moves, as upon 
ib Axk ; but a True and Orthodox Faith, 
and 2Lpure Wor/hip, and the Honour and 
Glcry of that ^rf^i/ God, that has made 
him his Ftce^rent and Reprefentathe ; 
and by whofc Troteiiion and BleJJing he's 
enabled to anftter ;the Defigns of his Ci&«- 

From hence the Dif-ingenuity, or ra- 
ther Impiety of fome late defignirig Po- 
rtions, abundantly difcover themfelves ; 
viz. That the care of Religion ii no rea$ 
Branch of the Magiftrate V Office; that he's 
no further concerned for it, than as it int' 
mediately conduces to the Gvil fFeal and In^ 
tereSi of every particular Con/iitution or 
Gov^nment ; and in aword,That for the 
advance of a National Trade or JVealth,be 
may treat all Se&s of Religion with equal 
privileges and re£>e&. But certainly the 
care of Religion can now no longer be di- 
ipu^ed,; to be an Indijpenftble Duty in the 
Ma^iftrate ; fince it appears not only that 
every Pofitive Oeconomy of Religion, has 



exprefly taught it ; but the very Nature; 
7)efignsy and Reafons of the Charadter, di- 
^te it. 

But then, if this be admitted^ we mufb 
grant that there is a Trt4e and a Falfe 
Religion, and an Orthodox and Heterodox 
Faith; that the true Religion is efta- 
bliihed on certain Laws> and Immunities^ 
which in the ordinary courfe of Provi- 
dence> are necefiary to the Prefervation of 
it ; and confequently we muft conclude^ 
That it's an Indifpenfible Duty in the Ma- 
giftrate^ to have recourfe to the moft pro- 
per Methods for enquiring into the Rea- 
Jons and Grounds of ReHgion ; and for di- 
ftinguifiiing the True Religion from the 
Falfe p and an Orthodox from an Heterodox 
Faith ; whether by applying to the pro- 
per Miniflers of Religion, feparatefy, or in 
Council. And upon a fair and impartial.En-« 
quiry, that which appears,to be True and 
Orthodox, is to be cher't/hed, defended, 
zxA promoted, againft all Attempts and In- 
vafions of the Heterodox and Unhelieijer ; 
even tho' fbme prefent Temporal Int^eft 
feem to claih and interfere with it. Thele 
were the Unalterable Laws and Trinciples 

of 
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of the firft and ntoSi pious Chri/Ban EmpC: 
r<?rx, upon which they enlarged the 7>r- 
ritor'tes of the Chriftian Church. 

Sect. III. But to this 'tis" pc^pularly 
reply 'd^ That if Rings and Princes once 
thought themfelves obliged to efpoufe the 
Care of Religion, as a pofitive Duty (con- 
fidering the Errors and Superftitions of 
Mankind) it would prove the moft effer 
aual Method, ^lot^ only to obftru6fc the 
growth of the Irae Religion, but endan- 
ger the Extirpation of it. But in anfwer 
to this, it's to be confidered. That the Pro- 
pagation of Religion does not dire6l to A6ls 
of force and violence, much lefs the Pro- 
teftionof it; except where the Rights and 
Immunities of the Eftabliihed Religion 
are apparently invaded. Befides it's con- 
cluded the Magiftrate is not to proceed 
blindly y but apply hirafelf to the True 
Means of Injwrnation ; and if he mif- 
carries, tho' he- may one day. anfwer for 
any Sini/ier Motives, that carried him into 
a wrong Determination; yet God will 
iind Methods to flippbrt his own Deiigns, 

and confequently advance the Interdts of 

the 
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the True Religion, by Secret and Invilibk 
Springs » xho his Ordinary and Standing 
Provifions afford the moft unlikely Pro- 
lpe(5l. Sometimes Perfecution it felf is 
the moft prolifick Soil for the .True Reli- 
gion to Ihoot forth and flourilh in : Chri- 
jfiianity had not only its firft Foundation 
in it, but we are alliired received Great 
Increafes from it. So TertuUian in his 
Apologetic ha^^s i Nee qtdcquam tamen, 
lays he, proficit exquiftttor quaque crude* 
litas vefira, iLLEcsftiA est magis 
SECTiE. T lures efficimur quofies meti- 
mur a vohis. Semen est Sanguis 
Christianorum. TertuU. jipolog. 

But in a word, if the Care of Religion 
is a ftanding Duty, in the Magiftrate ; (as 
has been abundantly evinced) and if there 
be fuch a thing as a True Religion, and 
funicient Means (if duly attended to) to 
diftinguifh it from the Falfe ; the Un- 
doubted Rule is. That the Duty is to be 
purfued y and the Confequenccs left to 
the Providential Care of the Blefled j^ 
thor of it ; who has the Hearts of Kings , 
and the Sovereign Difpofal of Grace, and 

wiU 
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will in the Courfe of Affairs undoubted- 
ly afcertain the Ufefulnefi of his own 
Means., and the Ends of Religion for 
which they were defigned. And as for that 
Magiftratc, who upon a Principle of Zeal 
for the Honour of his Maker y fhall thus 
carry on the Defigns of the True Religion, 
hell no doubt, one Day be made partaker 
of a Rewardy ^at will every way ahfwer 
that labour of love ^ which he hasjbewed 
towards his Name; he'll one Day in&llibly 
find a Remembraiice, fu table to the Sup- 
plications^ of that Excellent Governour 
Mehemiahy Rememher me, OmyGoJ}, con- 
cerning this ^and wipe not out my good deeds 
that I have done for theHoufe of my God^ 
and for the offices thereof ^ Keh. 1 3. v.14.. 

Sect. IV. I proceed to the fecond En- 
quiry, viz. When there are two, or more 
Se^s of Religion under any Government ^ 
why the Magt/irate is under an Obligation 
of proteBingy or rather advancing the one, 
more than the other ? 

And Fir ^, I fljall conlider this Argu-, 
ment, with regard to the Oectmomy of the 
Chriftian Church. And in order to this 

it 
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it will be requifite to enquire into the 
Rights, and Authority of a National 
Church. 

And, FirBi'iU indifputably evident the 
Chriflian Church is one Society , or Body 
of Men united to Christ, and each 
other in certain External^ as well as Inter ^ 
nal and Spiritual Bonds of Union. It's 
truly a SeamleJS Garment u nay, it bears 
the Exa6b Portraiture o£ b. Natural Body^ 
whereofCBBisr is the He ad, from whom the 
whole Body fitly joyti d together ^ and.com^ 
pa&ed hy that which every joynt fupfUieth^ 
according to the effe&ual working in the 
meafure of emery party maketh increafeqf 
the Bo€fy, Eph. 4. \6, In a word, it carries 
the Symmetry and Proportion of a Build' 
ingy fitly framed together ^ growing into an 
holy Temple in the L o rd, Eph. x.xi. The 
firft Divifion of this Spiritual Body, arifes 
from the NeceJJity ef Divine Worfbip ; viz. 
into particular Congregations. Other Di? 
ftributions arife from the NeceJJity of Go^ 
vernment i which is warranted and cfta-f 
bliflied, by the exprefs Canon of Scripture. 
Thus, Ohey them that have the rule over 
vouy and Juhmit your JelveSy for they watch 

for 
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for your Souls, Heh. 13.17. And St. Tauli 
Inftruftions to Titus are , ^or this eau/e 
Heft thee in Crete, that thou JbouldeU Jet 
in order the things that are wanting, Ch. i . 
ver. S' AMfThefe things Jpeahjind exhort, 
and rehuke with all Authority , Ch.io. Wc 
may add to ^'i, x}a& Toiler oi Binding 
and hoofing, and Excommunication it ielf, 
being exprefly committed to the Escle- 
fiq/Hcal Towers ; and evidently demon- 
ftrating the Necejfity, as well as 2)ivine 
Authority of Ecclefiaftical Government. 

But to return: Whatever Diftributions 
were made, either from a.Ncceffity of 
Worfhip, or Government, every Branch 
or Part, is indifpenfibly bound to main* 
tain this Myftical Union ; by a Commu^ 
ttion in the Eflentials of Faith, Govern* 
ment, and Difcipline: for otherwife its 
impoHible the Chri/Han Church fhould an- 
fwer the Character of a Natural Body fitly 
jqyned together , and compacted hy that 
which every joynt fupplieth, even to the 
making increafe of the Body. 

As for the Government of the Church, 
we are aflured, partly from Scripture, and *" 
partly from the earliest Antiquity, That 
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the Order of Bijbops and MetropolitanSy 
refts on j^qftolical In/htution. Both Timo- 
thy and Titus , in the judgemcint of the 
moft Learned Treshj^terians y were Supe- 
rior to the reft of the Clergv , within 
their Di/iri&s y at leaft in Jurifdi&iqny 
if not Order, And tho' jlntiquity has not 
erprefly iix'd the Qrigine or Rifeof ikf(?/r<?- 
politans, yet it may juftly be prefum'd to 
be jipoftolicaL ' 

For Firiiy St.Tau/ direfts an Epiftle to 
the Metropolitical Church, to be commu- 
nicated to the whole Province ; for fuch 
was Corinth in the Province of Achaia, 
To the Church of QoT>y which is at Qo^ 
rinth, Jw//>& all the Saints that are in aU 
Achaia. > And, purfuant to thiis, we find 
the Governments of J^/r^/Jo/zV^^j-, in the 
firft Council of. Nice, ranked among the 
Ap;)^<t >0», Ancient Ct^oms, Can. 6. and in 
that of Antiochy ftyled Ap^^^-npoy x^rnviuttx. 
TftKt^m OK T >ifMi xAiaiAy Thc wtfi? ancicnt Canon 
in force y from the times of our Forefathers, 
But that which conduces to the prefent 
Argumentiis> That all the Eftahliflxments 
of Church Givernmenty and the Diftrt6is 
of particular Churches y were originally mo- 
• deled 
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deled according to that of the State. The 
Biihop prefided ov£r a; City ^ and the adja- 
cejat yillagps and Territories; where a 
Temporal Magiftrate was likcwife placed. 
As ^^ Metropolis of every Province had 
its Trioconful in the State , fo it had its 
Archbijbopy ox Metropolitan in the Chureh, 
And when the Govermnent of ^Patriarchs 
prevailed , it was formed after the fami^ 
Model, either in Imitation of the Vicars ^ 
or Lieutenants that preiided over a 7)io- 
cefe, compoied of fevcral Provinces ; or at 
Icaft in Idiitation of the Tretorian Tre- 
fe&s, that had ifeveral Diocefes under their 




Upon the wkole then, as we are afltiired^ 
That the forming a Government in the 
Church, after the Model of that of the 
State> wts by tj^fioUcal InfUtution ; fo 
we may juftlyconipliide^ ithat it was by th& 
ipecial Directions of the Holy Spirit, And, 
no doubt, the great Defign was to advance 
the Interefts fS Religion, by placing every 
particular Church under the Trotedion of 
the State, whenever it fliould become 
-Chriftian, And certainly, as it was tlie 
only true Expedient to enable the Civil 
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Magiftrate^ to execute that *Ttu% that i 
lodged in the Charader of a Father, or 
l^rfing Mother i to the Church oiChri§t; 
fo it s a coniiderable Argument that the 
Care and Proteftion of the True Religion 
is a fbanding Duty> incumbent on the Civil 
Magi/h-ate, For to make the Diftrifts of 
particular Churches, terminate with thofe 
of Civil Governments, was abfblutely ne- 
ceflary, to make the Civil Magijlrate the 
Supreme Guardian of the True Religion : 
and, fince 'tis an Ordinance, that may very 
juftly be refolved into fiApoftolich Infli- 
tution y its a manifeft Indication, that 
the Civil Magiftrate ihould be obliged 
punfhially to anfwer the Character, when- 
ever he became Chri/Han, 

Sect. V. From hence we may gain a 
true Notion of the Rights and Authority 
of a National Church, And truly, if we 
duly weigh the Premifes , we muft con^ 
elude. That it refts upon nothing leis than 
Divine and j^oftolich^ Inftitution. For if 
the jipqftles themielves conftituted par- 
ticular Churches, with regard to the Di- 
ftrids of particular Provinces, and the Go- 
vernment 



vernment of the State;and if it be a ftanding 
Duty in the Chriftian Magiftrate^ to pro- 
tc6h and advance the True Religion^ within 
his Dominions ; we muft conclude^ That 
a Church is to be eftablifhed upon that 
Model of Government, which was infti- 
tuted by our Saviour, or his Apoftles, in 
every refpeftive Nation, over which the 
Magiftrate is to prefide, as a Father , or 
Guardian AT^d. Trote&or; and fuch sl Church 
is what in other terms is called a National 
Church; and a Church thus eftablifhed, 
undoubtedly refts on the Authority of 
divine or J^Jiolick Inftitution. 

I would not be miftaken,as if I intended to 
deny the being of a National or Trovincial 
ChurchytiW it has obtained a Civil BftabU/h- 
ment; for it's manifeft, the Churches of 
Greece, and of the Troconfular jifia, had a 
being, and a diftindl Denomination, before 
ChryUanity was received in the C5?«r/j of 
Trinces, Indeed when a particular Church 
enjoys a Civil Eftahlijhment , it receives, as 
it were, a new ^Authority ; in as much as 
it becomes a Civil Right or Troperty : So 
that unlefs its Conftitution is Materially 
vitious and £nfiil, it s a iiigh piece of in- 

juftice 



juftice to deftroy or infringe any. of its 
EftaUt/bed Rights, or Immunities. But 
yet iince the MagiArate is only the Gimr- 
diarty not the Founder of a National 
Church, ( its Original Authority refting 
on certain poiitive Laws, and Sanations, 
enjoyned by a Power fuperiour to that of 
the Magiftrate, even that of God Him- 
felf) where-ever a Church in any Province 
or Nation, profefles the True Religion by 
an Orthodox Faith, and a pure Worlhip, 
under Laif^ul Church Gmjernours and "Pa- 
Jlors , that is the True National Churchy 
in oppoiition to all dAS&x\tm% SeBs and 

Tarties ; tho* it wants the Authority of 
zQwl E/iahli/bntent^ 

But to return: From hence we may 
€afily determine the merits of the Qjjc- 
ftion in debate, I mean When there are 
^woi or more Se&s of Religion in any Go^ 
<vefnment, why the iMagiftrate is under 
an Obligation of protecting, or rather ad- 
*&ancing the one, more than the other ? 

For, FirH, it is abundantly demon- 
ftrated that the Chriftian Magiftrate, ex 
offcio, is conftituted a Guardian, Father, 
and Tr<^te£Ur of the True Religion ; and 

there- 
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therefojfe if in aay Katian^ or G over nmentj 
the true Rel^ioa is profeffed in an Ortho- 
dox y and a pwe Worjbip , under lawful 
Church Gemrnours and Tajlors ; there* the 
Magiftrate is indi^nfibly bound to a6fc as a 
Guardian and Prote6l6rj in oppofition to 
all Model3> and Platforms that are. ad- 
vanced againft it. For by this alone he 
purfues the Great Defign of the j^qflottch 
Tlatformi in the Inftitution of National " 
Churches, as well as aiifwers that of hia 
Character ; I mean as he's Prophetically 
ftyled, a Father to the Church of Christ. 

It's certain one Great Defign of Chriftia- 
nity, i&i7«//r;:or to range all the Parts 
and Members of the Church of C H r i s t 
into an Holy Building: and therefore, if 
the Magiftrate is conftituted a Guardian 
of the True Religion, all his Offices of Suc- 
cour and Trote&ionmui^ be direfted to 
this End ; I mean the maintainance of the 
Bonds of Catholick^ Unity , throughout 
his whole Dominions. Without this,; th6 
Great Ends, and Propofalsof iopure and 
holy a Religion, cannot be accompli fljed; 
and therefore whatever Indulgences, or 
Exemptions the Chriftian Magiftrate may 

right- 
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rightfully grant to Erroneous Judgments, 
or Confciencesy a6ted with iimplicity and 
a pious Difpoiition ; he cannot upon . the 
LaiVs and Oeconomy of the GoJ^l, or any 
jit4thor'tty derived to him from thence , 
rightfnlfy give a Tqfitive Eftahli/bment, 
within the Diftri^ls' of the fame Govern- 
ment, to two Oppoftte Communions y or ^- 
tars of IVbrJbip ; elpecially when one of 
them is founded in a revolt, from a pure 
and Orthodox National Church. This is 
the very reverie to a Troteffor and Defen^ 
der of the True Religion. For it implies 
a power to pervert the Great Defign of the 
Chrif!ian Religion ; viz. a Unity of Faith 
and TVor/bip ; by diflblving the Bonds of 
Catholick unity y and Authorizing the 
Members of CHRiar's My/Hcal Body^ to 
disband and break into Schifms and Fa- 
&ions : whereas it's an External Rule, 
That the Magi/hate can only challenge a 
Power to Ed^ficationy not to Defirudiofi, 
This is fb far from being a Prerogative of 
the Magiftrate , that where a National 
Church is conftituted under Lawful Go- 
liernours and TaftorSy tho' there may be 
fome Defeds; or Errors in her Faithy Di- 

fcipUney 



fiipllney or Wwjbip ; he's not to unhinge 
and demoli/b, but to endeavour to corre& 
and remove them, by fuch Means and In- 
ftrumentSy as God, in his revealed Will, 
has decreed and appointed : and when this is 
•done, he's not to fuffer any oppofite Se&St 
or FaBionSy fb much as to hreak in upon 
any of her Apofiolick Rights, or Immu- 
nities, For it's manifeft, the Duty of a 
Guardian, Tarent and TroteBor, is to ule 
all prudent Methods to cultivate and im- 
prove, to advance the Interests, and en- 
large the Triviledges of thofe under his 
Care ; much more to defend them from 
f^iolence, or Incrodchment . To be ap- 
pointed a Father , and a ^Trbte&or of 
Christ's Church, or the True Religion, 
is not an Empty Name, but carries very 
momentous Offices and Duties in it v it 
implies a Zeal for the Honour of Go&, 
and the True Religion; and confequently 
it engages the Magiftrate to ftudy fuch 
wholefom Provifions, as will advance the 
Ends and Intercfts of it, to the utnioit 
Boundaries of his Dominions : and thoie 
that thus uumt for Christ, Jball not he 
q/bamed, Ifai, 4-9. u xg. 
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And now, Sir^ I hope I have prepared 
You for the main Argument You propofed, 
by informing You how the Magiftrate i$ 
determinedj for the Interefts of Religion, 
and particularly thofe of this National 
Church. 

Sect. VI. I ihall proceed to confider, 
Wloether the Reftraintqf the Pre s s,^ not 
a Neceffary Trovifion^ not only to adfoance 
the Interefts of the True Religion, hut to 
prefervCy and maintain the Ends aud De- 
Jigns of it, asprqfefid in a National Church ? 
Arid this will appear from the Neceffity of 
a publick Eilablifhment in Religion ^ and 
the Ternicious Influences, which the ' Zi- 
berty of the Pr^has upon iti 

It's already concluded^that God has in- 
ilituted a Governing Power in the Chri- 
llian Church ; and the accommodating it 
to the Diitri^s of the State, and the Con- 
ftituting the Civil Magiftrate a Guardiaft, 
and Trotedlor of the Church of Christ, 
is at leaft a^fiifficient Warrant of the Law- 
fulnefioi a publick Eftablifhment, if not 
an Indication of its iV^c^^/jr. 

In- 
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Indeed fince there are Governing Powers 
in the Chuirch of; Ghr is;t, we muit qon- 
cliidey that: God fore&w a great many Dif- 
ficulties and Miicarriages^ under the great 
Revolutions and Emergencies of Human 
j^ffaiis; which^heiias Authorized them to 
adjuH, corre6t and remove : and this will 
juftlyiinfer.the^bJecefiity of publick De- 
crees , \ASrticleSiOt Canons y and that too in 
Matters of J^^/y&^ Wor/hipy and Tra&ice. 
It. cannot be ctemed y hut Scripture it felf 
has esftabhihed < the Authority of fuch 
Powers 9 and Injun^bns ; and confe- 
quently it's ah. indifpiitable Argument of 
dieir Neceffi$y ': iince God never imparts 
fpecial Powers, or Functions, 'but he in- 
feUibly difcerns the NeceiRty and Ufefol- 
nefsof'em. Thus wc have General Rules 
direded to particular Churches, in the bu^ 
linefs of Publick Worihip, That things he 
prejcrihedy and done according to the Laws 
afl^ecencyy Order y and Edification: And 
no doubt St.?/?»/p'ointisat the fame thing, 
when he reminds 7V/«if,why he placed him 
over the Church oi Crete yThat thouJhouldSi 
fet in order the things that are wanting : 
Tit, 1. 5-, So that we may juftly conclude, 
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there's a Power given to prefcribe fuch La ws 
and Rules, and make fuch Fublick Decla* 
rations, as manifeftly tend to the Edtj/^in^ 
the Body of Christ; or as'are requifite to 
maintain the Catholick Laws of Unity, or 
the Unity of the Spirit y in the bond .of 
peace. 

But to deicend to particulars. Andj^r^^ 
as to matters of Faith ; Indeed it will be 
eafily granted. That the Holy Scriptures 
are a compleat Rule of Faith ; and conie- 
quently they ieem to be a competent 
Standard, for the Governours of particular 
Churches, to try the Faith of Chri/iians 
by. But yet we are afliired that they conr 
Xsim.2i Great many things ^ hard to he under- 
ftood, which the ignorant and unlearned 
wreh to their own deftru&ion ; and con- 
fequently things of the greateft moment^ 
and importance. Again, we are allured, 
that Herejies will come, that there will 
arife Palfe Chri^s, and Fa/fe Trophets^ 
and Men of corrupt Mfndsy who have not 
only erred, but are reprobate concerning 
the Faith. In a word, it s impoffible but 
Controverfies and Divifions, as well as Qf- 
t^nces, will come; this is the cafe of 

every 
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every Tribe, or Colony of Chri/tians, 
And is there no Judgment to be made in 
thefe Cireumftances ? Are thefe Perfons to 
be fu£fered to proceed in their Errors, and 
pervert the Faith of others ? If this muft 
be lb, for what End has the Blefled Air- 
THoR of our Religion placed Govemours 
and Taftors in his Churchy' and enforced 
their Authority by the DHcipline of fpe- 
cisd Ceniure ? They cannot remonftrate 
againfb them> without making a Judgment 
whether the Dodlrine he of Go d, or is 
confbnant to the Canoft of Faith, And yet 
'tis their Duty to declare the whole Cotm^- 
felof Q o D in thefe Cafes. And certainly, 
if Trivate Taftors are Authorized to ex- 
pound the Sence of Scripture, and make a 
Judgment in thefe Matters, and expert 
the Directions of the Holy Spirit, to wait 
on their pious Labours, and Endeavours ; 
much more may zn^emhly, ot Council of 
Church'Govemours interpofe, ftate the 
Sence. of Scripture, and deliver a Definitive 
Sentence in exprefs jirticles and Decrees>y 
and expedl the Influences of the fame <&/>- 
rit in the whole performance^ Certainly, 
where two or three y . or more^ are for liiefe 
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Ends gathered toietheryi^itm^y juftly be 
prefumed) God will he inJbe.miiUf of 

Thcfe are Proceedings warra;nted by the 
Fradtice of the College of Apoftles^ and of 
all particular Churches^ from, their Days> 
to this very Hour : Such Errors, Divi- 
lions > : and Mifcarriageti ctmcerning itbe 
Faith authorized, and gave birth to the 
Confeffions of Faith , in aill Particular 
Churches. They were the only Barriers 
againft Herejie and .£Ww, and indiipenfi- 
bly neceflary, to preferve the Unity of ths 
Faith, and the Church of Christ, from 
piilrad;ion and Ruine. To affirm that 
Scripture in thefe Cafes is a flifiicient Rule^ 
and rqje^ all Interpoikls, or Determina- 
tions pudiiant to it, is to miftake or per- 
plex the Argument. For tho' Scripture 
is an adequate Rule of Faith, and Man> 
nefs ; yet G od has conftituted'G»<3:r^tf«j 
and Trvftee$3 to afiext the Sence of Scri- 
pture, and enforce a Faith and Praftice, 
conformable to it .' and to deny this, is in 
effect to difcard the neceffity of any Kifible 
Miniftrji ;^ fmcQ Scripture, with the help ^ 
of private Reafon, is as much an ade- 
quate 
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quite Rule in this jfdpeift, as the other ; 
and conie^ently there cowld be no riecef- 
fity of a itanding Miniftry. It's true^ thefe 
TublichJDeterminations y thefe Qonfeffions 
of i^>j&, . areinot eftablifhed upon a Spirit 
of IirfaUihility : but they are not to be re- 
je6led, or lefs necejfary ; becaufe not In- 
fallibU. God has not thought fit to im- 
part a Spirit of Infallibility, in the Exer- 
Cife of the Tower of Exaomtnunicatton ; 
yet Scripture cftaHlilhes: it as m Standing 
Ordinance in his Church A Spirit of In- 
&llibility does not .accompany the Mini- 
fterial Function; and yet Gpp has made 
it abfolutely neceflary/ In a word then, 
in as much as they are Decifions grounded 
on Scripture, fupported by Reafon^ and 
confirm 'd by the joynt jiuthority and Si^- 
Jrage of the Church of G o i>, in thfc earlieft 
Ages, and of Saints, ConfelJors and Mar- 
tyrs ; they are the moft appofite Moral 
Inftruments, under God, and theufeof 
Reafon, to determine the Judgment, . and 
fatisfie the Confcience; or at leaft to flop 
the Mouths of Gainfayers, as far as con- 
cerns the outward Teace of the Church 
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In this Cafe, they become indiipenfibly 
iieceflary ; there muft be fomc External , 
Umpire and Decifion, where Matters niuft 
at laft terminate : that the publick Peace 
and Unity (things in the judgment of our 
Blefled Saviour, of the greateft value and 
importance) may not be facrificed to the 
Diflentions, Heats, and Animofities of 
Corrupt and Reftlefs Spirits. 

If fuch Decrees, or Injun^iohs are not 
to be impofed as Effentials o{ Faith, ox 
Terms of Communion; yet they are, in the 
Language of our Church, to be received as 
injunctions y^ the avoiding Diverfitf of 
Opinions i and fir efiablt/hing Confent 
touching True Religion : Or, in one word, 
as \drticles oi Teace ; fb that whofoever . 
publiickly oppugns em, is at leaft to be 
cenliired, as a Breakej: of the Peace of the 
C&urch. 

But further, as to the Duty of Tuhlick 
Wor/bip, it's undeniably evident, the gi'eat 
Circumftantials of Worlhip are no where 
determined in Scripture, fuch as the 
Time y Manner^ and Tlace ; and yet 
thefe are Moral, and infeparable Circum- 
ftances, without which 'tis impoffible the 

Duty 
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Duty can be performed. And therefore 
it's abiblutely neceflary, they ih6uld be 
committed to the Determination of thofe 
Powers and Authorities, God has confti- 
tuted in his Church. For tho' this, or that 
TarticularDetermination be not neccfiary, 
till 'tis fettled; yet it's abfblutely necefla- 
ry,they fhould be determined fome *ufay or 
other. And this demonftrates the Necef- 
fity of Piiblick Eftablilhments, in the Du- 
ties of Publick Aflemblies, and Publick 
Worfhip. 

Again, as to the Cale of Difcipline, how 
can that 2)^cr^«cy, Order, ^ndiUhiformity, 
which the Word of God fb paffionately 
recommends, be maintained without the 
Eflablifhment of Diftrifts, and the Settle- 
ment of Time and Place? how can the 
Manners of Men be animadverted on^ 
or their Negle6ls, or Irregularities in the 
Publick Worftiip of God be ccnfured ? 
what muft become of the Publick Duties 
of Admonition and Reproof y and Exclu^ 
/ton from the External Means of Salvar 
tion, to the CorreBion of Offenders, Re- 
mo^irt^ of Scandal , and the ^Deterring of 
others ? Thefe are £uch clear and uncon- 
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troulable Evidences of the Neceflity of 
Publick Eftablilhments, that we find them 
in all the Churches of the Saints, or Chri- 
ftian World : and the Civil Government, a- 
greeable to theProphetick Charafter, is the 
profefled Guardian, smd Trote&or of 'em. 

Sect. VIT. It now remains. That ni/e 
confider the Influences, w^/V^ the Liberty . 
cfthe Press hau upon an Eftabliihment. 

And certainly, where Men are under an 
unlimited Allowance to piiblifh their Sen* 
timents of things, it's the Tuhlick^ Efta- 
htijhmenty that muft fuffer the fharpeft at- 
tack. It s this that bears the fhew of Au- ' 
thority and Dominion^ or itands between 
its Adverikries, andfome beloved Interefts, 
It's the only Check to the Ambition, Ava- 
rice, Luxury, or Impurity of a Licentious 
World, When this is born down by Ca- 
lumny and Sophijhy, and brought into dif^ 
grace, there's nothing left to obftrudt a 
general Licentioufhefs. So that the greateft 
Libertine may plead a Right, not only to 
ere6this^own Scheme, but to do whatever 
feemeth right in his own Eyes. ' And 
therefore, the common Torrent of Vice 

will 
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will not only bear down upon her ; but 
thofe more aftive Furies, Env:y> Malice, 
Preiudice,and Revenge, will unite to form 
gn Zndi<3ment. In a word, an Eftablifh- 
ment as fuch, is markt out as a Common 
Mnemy , againft whom every Tribe and 
Sed:, of how different a Make and Comple- 
xion foever, are prepared to unite and arm: 
and when they may do itat fb eafie an Ex- 
pence of Danger, or rather under the Ban- 
ner of Freedom and Liberty y no wonder if 
iSa&yJboQt forth their Arrows, even hitter 
words J and are content with nothing lefs, 
than reducing the whole Oeconomy tode* 
iblation and ruine. 

'' ' . ' • 

Sect. VIII. Got> knows, we are not now 
left to view the force of the Argument,in 
eixiptyTheorf. iuid Notion j^ncew^ may re^d 
it in Matter of i?<a^,and Obfervation. Wh»t 
Branch of our Eftabliihment, of moment 
and importance, has the Liberty of the 
Trefi left free and untouched ? Has not 
the Divimtjf of our S a v i o u r, and the 
whole Doctrine of the Ever-bleffed Tri- 
nity (as delivered in our Articles) been 
run dowfli and difcarded, by a whole fhoal 



ofPamphlets ? Has not the whole Defign 
of Christ's ISJpoh been induftiioufljr 
overturned, and the Dodlrine of His Re» 
demption and SatisfaBion, by the Cffering 
up oiHimfilfy been pei*emptorily rejected, 
as groundlefiy ah fur d, and impojffible ? [See 
AtheiBtum€dT>eiB,%tldL.^r^%y^*lI\ Has 
not Reafbn been aflerted, to be the only 
Meafure of Faith ; fo that whatever can- 
not be comprehended by it> is to be reje6t< 
ed from being an Jtrticle if Faith ? \Chri' 
JHanity not Mj^fterious] Has not an Af- 
fcnt to this fingle Propofition,y<fy5^ ^Na^ 
zareth is the ^(g^-oti, been aflerted to be 
the only explicite Article of Faith necefla- 
ry to Salvation ? \The Reafonahlenefi of 
ChriJHanity, p. 43, 4-9. 19a.] Has not Re- 
velation it felf been difputed and reje6ted, 
as an incompetent Rule to Mankind 1 
\Pr deles of Reajon, Let. 3. 14.] 

Lqftly, As to o\ir Offices of Publick 
Worihip : Has not the Pr^ brought Scan- 
dal and Reproach, upon two of the Anni- 
verfary Solemnities of this Church, tho' 
enjoyned by A6ts of Parliament, viz. The 
zMartjrdom of JGng Charles the Fir By 
and th^ Rejiauration of this Church and 

Mb', 
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Mmarcfy, in the Return of King Charles 
t^e Second} For do we not find itjex- 
prelly vindicating the whole Scene of Vio- . 
lence^tranfadled in thatBloody War againft 
the Ktngy and ftigmatizing the great In- 
ftruments of the Re/ioration, Nay more^we 
find the very Auihor applauding himfelf, 
as having a Point of Honour done hini, 
by being chofen one of the King^ Judges. 
[See Milton % ElxowxAdtw*, fiilfly pretended to 
be printed at .Amfterdamy and Ludlow's 
Memoirs, London , Vol. a<^. /. 8 7 1 .] Thefe 
are the blefled Products of the Trefiy laid 
open>^and proftituted ta the Wit and Ma- 
lice of defigning Men ; and yet they are 
but the finall Gleanings of that Mafs of 
Filth and Corruption,it has brought forth. 
And what can mofe direftly tend to a to- 
tal fubverfion of an Efiahli/bment , and 
more efFeclually prepare the World, to be- 
lieve the Truth of their repeated Decla- 
mations ; 'uiz. That Creeds and SyfiemSi 
are onl;^ profitable Inventions , or rather. 
That the whole O economy- o£ out Bftahli/h- 
ment is but Secular Tolicy^ and the Arts of 
Trie/icraft. The Pr^. has already pub- 
lickly declared thus much; and that 
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Coldnefii or rather ^r of Cont empty that 
tou generally prevails agairift that of this 
Churchy abundantly demonfbrat/es the per- 
nicious Influences of it. 

But now to improve the Argument: It's 
already concluded^ Thzt Ecclefui^cal ^a- 
UiJbmentSy or National Churches aire in- 
difpenfibly neceffary ; they reft on the Au- 
thority oi j^oftolich^Inflttutiott, and are 
conflrmed from the very Nature and De- 
fign of the Chrifiian ReH^ath It's ton- 
duded. That xhtChrifitan Ma^iftrate is by 
1)'tmne jippointmenty conftituted z. Guarr 
diati and Trotedor of National Churches y 
within his refpe^tive Dominions : It's a 
ftanding Truft committed to him by the 
Laws 9? Natural, as well as Revealed Re- 
ligion ."» If therefore, the Liberty of the 




vated in National Churches : If it appears 
not only in theNature of the things but 
upon unqueftionable Matter of Fa&y the 
Magtftratey who by Divine Appointment 
is con^itutcd z Guardian and TroteBor 
in the caufe oi Religion , is indiipenfibly 
boynd to remove the mifchiefi by laying 

a 
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a powerful Reftraint on the Trejl. In a 
word, it is jconcluded> If a National Efla^ 
hlijhmtnt is any way defective, or unfbund 
in Faiths Wbrjbipy or Difcipline ^ the Ma- 
gi/h'oie is to endeavoura Reifornij in a Re- 
gular and Canonical Method: and this^ Fm 
cdnfident^ was never declined by the E^a- 
hli/bed Church of England; but if nothing 
of this Nature.can^with any force of Argu- 
ment or Reafbnj be charged upon HeVy 
then the Magiftrate, ex officio, is bound to 
proted and defend ^iQty in the Purity of 
Her Faith and Wbrjhip , and in Her juft 
Rights and Immunities^ exclufive of all 
other Se&s and Tarties ; efpecially where 
the Publick Peace and Unity is attempted 
by em. If theirefore the Liherty of the 
Trefi is apparently prejudicial to Her In- 
ter ejis. Rights jahd Immunities^ or the Pu- 
rity of her Fmth and Worjbip^ cannot find 
how the Magiftrate can feirly be fuppofed 
to difcharge that Truft God has laid upon 
iHmy without laying a publick Reftraint 
upon it. ' 

Sect. IX. But further: ThcReflraint 
of the Trefi is neceflary, if we confider th6 
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pernicious Influences it cafts upon Reli- 
gion in General, as 'tis the dire^ Inlet to 
Scepticijniy Hereftey and infidelity. It's 
certain the Attempts of a Licentious 
Trefi, are ahiioft infinite, and inconceiva- 
ble. Error y as \^ell as /^V^, is extreamly 
prolifick , and even as numerous as the 
land of the Sea ; the moft virulent Poifbn 
may be gilded over, and Vamifh and Co- 
lour may be laid on theibulefl; Caufe ; and 
confequently the Trefi may be the Parent 
of the grofleil: Errors, under the Mask of 
Innocence, Zeal, or Charity, And truly, if 
Experience, 2ixA Matter 6f Fa6t, muft de- 
cide the Controverfie, we are convinced, 
that the Lewdeft Notions that ever en- 
tered the Heart of Man, haye been of late 
advanced from the Trefi , And moreover, 
the Mifchiefs that are this way propaga- 
ted, are much more &tal than any other. 
' Fir St, Becauie ''tis the moft ^ffe&ual 
way of Communicating 'em. A Tranfient 
Harangue or Difcourfe, tho' never fo ma- 
lignant, cannot be fb entirely lodged in the 
Memory, as totally to infeft the Judge- 
ment : and after this, itpaflesnot much 

beyond the Trefent At^dience, But the 

Trefi 
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TreJ^ is a ftanding Monument and Record, 
that not only communicates the whole 
Poilbn , and leaves it to resi upon the 
Mind or Judgment; but conveys it to 
*Po/ierity. 

Again, as the Mifchief is mote fuccefs- 
fully propagated; fo 'tis more diff'cultly re' 
moved. The Men of Learning, Judgment, 
and Probity, may be engaged in Matters 
of too great Importance, to beat leifure to 
obviate the Mifchiefs of every Toifonous 
Libel ; but if it happens to receive a juft 
Confutation, it's odds it either reaches not 
the deluded Reader, or lofes its juft Effi- 
cacy by not prefcnting it felf before the In- 
fe&ion is rivetted, and the Defence of the 
Error become a Toint of Inter eH or Ho- 
nour^ 

But that which is more fatal than all 
this, is, an Unreftrained !Pf^ gives a kind 
of Imprimatur to every thing that comes 
from it. As the Cafe ftands, the Genera- 
lity of Mankind are fcarce able, or at lei- 
fiire to deted: the felfe Colours of an jirti^ 
ficial Harangue; much lefs enter into the 
Merits of any particular Controverfie ; and 
in thefe Cafes, where a right Judgment 

G can- 
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cannot be rnade^ every thing that appears 
in publick^ muft pafs for Orthodoxy unlefs 
it has fome publick Note of DtftinCHon 
fixed upon/it. So that the moft Hetero- 
dox Tqfitions in this Cafe reft upon equal 
Authority with the moft ^ convincing 
Truths, till they have received a Cenfure 
from the Government, either in Church or 
State, And iince Taradoxes zxQCSL^iiblG 
of receiving ^ plmfthle Threfi, and *Down* 
right Contradmions may be advanced ^ 
under a Ihew of Argument; what fetal 
Confequences may not we juftly dread, 
when Religion is the fubje6fc of both ? The 
Injudicious and Illiterate Reader is expo< 
fed to the Rack, and left to be divided and 
torn in pieces, between contrary Opinions ; 
and either hangs fo long between both, 
till he commences Sceptick, or Infidel, and 
Believes Neither; Qt at leaft follows the 
Biafs of LuB, and Corrupt Nature; and is 
carried away with Declamation and Ha- 
rangue, the UJual jirtifices of a Bad Caufe; 
and confequently is inevitably plunged 
into Herefie and Error, 

But further, the Mifchief rifes higher 
yet, for it's concluded. An Unreftrained 

Trefi 



TreJ^ is often the moft familiar with the 
BftabUJbed Religion i and never fpares in 
bringing Difgrace on any Branchy or part 
of it : It's the Publick Mark of Effoy or 
Malice, and confequently never wants the 
moil Furious and Envenomed j^ailant. 
But then , this is the direft Method to 
ufher in the moft fatal Confequences; for it \ 
will not only lap the Foundations Q>i iitiEfla- * 
hlifbmenti by bringing Her j4uthority into 
Contempt (it being the Moving Principle, 
of all fuch Attacks) but it ftrikes at the Re- 
putation iii Religion in General^ and makes 
way for refolving the whole into Shant, 
and Impofture. For when the Go^rnmetit 
fuffers the Trefi to attack vl Received At^ 
tide of the Efiablijhed Religion, without 
the Icaft G?«^r^^ or Controul; an indiffe- 
rent Judge muft conclude^ that both canr 
not betrue : And becauie t/§4thority does 
•not proceed , to Aflert and Vindicate its 
own ^dblijbment ,01 upon a fair Eftimate, 
eftabliih and determine for thcTruthj he'll 
conclude, there's no real Difference be- 
tween Truth and Faljbood, and that Reli- 
gion itfelf is nothing but a Set of Maxims , 
calculated according to the feyeral y^e&s 

G ^ a.t\A 
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and IntereUs of Government. This is {6 
great a Truth, that i m highly perfwaded, 
thofe publick and repeated Attacks, made 
from the Trejl of late ^ears , upon the 
Faith, Authority y Wor/bip, and Difcipline 
of this Church (fo many tArticles of Re- 
ligion having been fo profefTedly queftion- 
ed, and rejefted) is \)a& Great CaufedfthsLt 
Scepticifm and Infidelity , or at leaft Con- 
tempt ai Religion, which ib vifibly reigns 
,in thh Nation. 

Give me leave to reprefent the Forde 
of the prefent Arguments, in a fingle In- 
Jlance. It's already concluded, that the 
TreJ^ has appeared in a Line of Contra^-. 
&ion, to two of our TuhlichjOffices o£J9^or< 
Jhip, the Anniverfaries of that Glorious 
Martyr Ktng Charles the Firil, and the 
Rejiauration of IQng (^^x\s,% the /Second. 
They are by Royal Authority, as well as 
Statute -Law, made part of our Tublick* 
Service. The whole Body of the Clergy 
are indifpenfibly bound to Celebrate them, 
and the whole Legi/lative Power, in a So- 
lemn Manner, joyns in the Cf/e^/ar/i©^^ of 
em ; and yet we have Books publiihed in 
Contradidion to em; publiflied in themoft 

open 
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open and audacious Manner. For the 
TreJShsLS not done its Duty, by fending 
em into tbe World, but they are pubiick- 
ly fold in the Shops, and expofed to fale 
frorh our Tuh/ick Trints, zrid^Term-Cafa- 
logues. Now, what difmal Confequences 
can we imagine mult attend fuch vile Pra* 
Alices ? Our Law-giiiers pioufly declare. 
That Bjf the dMurder of Our late Dread 
Sovereign , the Proteftant. Religion hath 
received the greateSl Ifoundand Reproach y 
and the Teople of England the motl infup- 
portable Shame y that was pqffible for the 
Enemies ^ God, and the King, to bring 
upon us ; ix. Car. 11. c. 30. But pardon 
me, if I pronounce the Liberty of the Trefi^ 
to have advanced fome Degrees beyond 
this : For the Fa&, with its Trelimina- 
riesy is now not only levelled againft the 
Authority of Law, and confequently that 
Blajphemy, and Reproach that is due to it, 
is renewed, and heightened ; but a mani- 
feft Blajphemy and Reproac Wis entailed on 
the very Caule of Religion : Such Allow- 
ances as thefe, muft caufe the Enemies of 
G o D to BlcMoeme j and tell us, that we 
either fforjbtp we know not what^ or that 

our 
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our Worjhlp is a Solemn piece ^i Mockery ^ 
or at leaft a piece of Up*T)fei}otion ; ox ra- 
ther,that the whole of Religion ijS C&^^/ and 
Impofture. For if thefe things be recon- 
cilable, the^e can be no Truth nor Reulity 
in Religion ; and this or that Profeffion, is 
no longer a piece of Religion y than it runs 
with the Tide and Bent of a Community. 
But now ,when things difcover fuch a 
fatal Tendency as this is, if there be any 
filch thing as a Quardian of the Church of 
Christ, and if the Magi/irate by 7>mne 
l>e/ignaHon,\s invefted with the Chara&er, 
it mull be an Indiipenlible Duty to exert 
with Vigour, and Refolution. The whole 
Cafe will* turn upon a ihort Ifiue ; if upon 
a Due and Regular Examination y thefe Re- 
ligious Offices 2iXQ Materially Eoily and Un- 
warrant able ; let 'em be fet afide,and abo- 
lifhed, that God may be no longer /rg^^ 
viith pMihlajphemed; nor His P^^j load- 
ed with Hatred and Contempt y by being 
bound up to tHe Obfervancc of things that 
are not Warrantable: But if notwith- 
ftanding the utmoft Efforts Qi Malice and 
'Declamation y they appear to be a 'Pioits 
and a JuU InftitutioUy the (^JMagtfkatey. if 

ever. 



/ 



C +7 ] 
ever, thuft be obliged to endeavour a fpeedy 
Redrefs ; and fince thefc Mifchiefs appa- 
rently derive from the liberty of the Trefi^ 
certainly the TriM of a Guardian can ne- 
ver be difcharged, without deftroying the 
£w/inits Caufe: and confequently with- 
out laying a Powerful Reftraint on it. 
When a Mifchief is thus dangerous, and 
deftru6live, it becomes the proper fubjedl 
of a JLaWi and is to be fupprcfled with all 
the Enfigns of Authority and Tower, 

And now. Sir, I hope! have, in fome 
meafure, anfwered Your Demands . and 
diicovered th.Q Necejffity of Regulating the 
Press; and that too with Regard to the 
Ecclepaftical Eftahli/hment of this Nation: 
and therefore I'm inclined to perfwade my, 
felf, the 'Argument will have its juft 
Weight, and Influence on Your Zeal and^ 
j^ettiony for the Fublick Good, as well as 
Judgment. But that nothing may inter- 
vene, to caufe a Mifcarriage, I fliall endea- 
vour a fhort return to the moil Confidera- 
lie OhjeQions, that have been advanced 
againftit. . 

Sect. 
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S E c T. X. kndi,fir§iy It may he ohje&ed. 
That the <iMtfchtefs of the Press may he 
effe&uallf ohviated, hy Particular Laws ; 
and that a Reftraint of the Press from 
the Experience of former Times ^ has not 
preijented 'em. 

Now it mull be confefled. That th&Law 
produced in the laft T arliament »m2iy ferve 
as a Bridle to the DeiUy AtheiSij and ^ti- 
Trinitarian ; but this can by no means 
obviate the Miichiefs of a Licentious TrefS: 
For there are other Truths, and Doctrines 
fet forth in the Chriftidn Religion, and this 
Eflabiyhed Church ; which if publickly 
oppugned, muft prove highly Injurious to 
xhQ ^Main Defign of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, as well as the Teace of the Trefent 
E/iabliJbment , fuch as the Do6trine of 
C H R I s T s Satisfa&ion, by the Sacrifice of 
Hinifelf; the Doctrine o{ Grace, or i)ivine 
jj^ff^ance. How thefe have of late fuffered, 
the Publick has been too lately made a 
Witnefs, if not a Judge. 

But certainly, the Mifchiefs of the Tre/S 
can never be fully obviated, unleis by the 
Reftraint of it ; or at leaft, by fuch a Law 
as makes it highly Tenal, to publilh any 

thing 
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thing in Writing , that is level'd againft 
any Branch of the Eftahli/bed Religion ; 
for fince National Eftahlijbment s appear to 
be abfolutely Neceflary for the. Carrying 
on the Ends and Dcfigns of the Gojpel^ that 
which is amifs is to be regularly corrected; 
and after this is done, nothing is to be fuf- 
feredj that any- wife invades the Teace of 
fuch an E/iahli/hment, 

But after all, Tenal Laws of this Na- 
ture, are hot fo apt Inftruments to prevent 
the Mifchiefs that ufually fpring from the . 
TreJSj as an abfolute Rejtraint of it, when 
the Authority of a Licenje or Imprimatur 
is wanting. Such a Reftraint deftroys the 
Mifchiefs in its Seeds and Trinciples ; it 
Hops the Contagion in the very Spring or 
Fountain : whereas fiich Laws take place 
at a Diftance, it may be when the Infection 
is propagated to a conliderable Degree. 

There is a jfolemn Procefs , and a great 
many Formalities, and Steps to be made, 
which may ferve as fo many Advantages, 
or Chancesjto efcape the Force of the Law. 
The Author is not only to be difcovered, 
but an Information given in, and received 
too, according to the Genius and Temper 

H ^1 
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of xhQ (Magiftrate ; and confequently the 
Vndertah§r niuft have Courage enough to 
bear the Title of Informer ; an Office, 
which as the World goes, neither the Ju- 
Jiice nor <iMerits of the Caufe can. fecure 
from Ignominy and Contempt. Again; 
there niuft be a Profecution by courfe of 
Law 3 and the Cafe examined, and tried 
whether it falls within the Penalty of the 
Law ; and all this, perhaps, without the 
leaft Recompence to the Trojecutor, for 
"Expences or Attendance. In a word, a 
Verbal Recantation, after the Labour and 
Difficulties of Conviction , may render 
the Author ReBum in Curia: znd after 
this, he may under Difguife go afrelh to 
work, at the fmall hazard of the leaft of 
Punifhments. I wifh fome Provifions of 
this Nature had not been wanting in the 
late tAB againB Trofanenefi and Immora- 
lity y whereby a Pious Defign may become 
Infignificant and Ufelefe. For upon this 
bottom, while the Trefi is open, I'm afraid 
the Enemies of our Eftablilhment will 
publilh their Notions, with the Satisfa- 
ftron of fecret Smiles and Triumphs. 

But 



. But now if the Tre0 were fhut, till an 
Imprimatur is obtained, the mere want of 
one is a Competent Evidetice for Convi- 
ction; and tho' fome may be £b daring tQ 
expofe their Notions ^zt the hazard of their 
. Safety y yet fuch a Rcftraint of the Treji 
gives this confiderable Advantage, That 
whatever comes forth without Authority, 
carries its own <iMarlz in the Title-page ; 
and confequently gives an Alarm to th^ 
incautious Reaper, of Infedion and 
Mif chief. 

Sect. XI. But Secondly, it is objected. 
That fuch a Re/haint of the Press is 
a giving up the Confciences, and Judgments 
cf Mankind to a Tartj^ and a condemning 
them to an Implicit Faith, and is" a direS 
Method to involve the^ IVorld in Ignorance 
and Error. 

As for the First part of the OhjeBion ; 
If an Orthodox National Church is the 
Tarty intended, I may fafely affirm. That 
as it is the Duty of every Perfon within 
her Communion, to conform to her Faith, 
Worjbip and Government ; fo I hope it 
already appears, that it's a (landing Duty 
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in the Magtftrate, as well as Church Go- 
i)ernours3 not only to enforce .all Go/pel 
^ Means to bring every Soul into the Pale 
of it : but to Maintain and Cultivate the 
Purity of its Faith and Wbyjbip^ againft 
all the Attempts of 'its Enemies. If any 
thing is unfound and deficient, God has 
invefted a Power of ufing fuch proper 
Means in the Governours of his Church, 
and the Believing cjiidgiflrate, as under 
his Divine Prote^ion,' will fecure a True 
and Orthodox Religion ; but if nothing of 
this Nature can be truly charged upon 
Her^ when Endeavours have been made in 
this kind, tho' there may be no founda- 
tion, by Violence and Force, *^ to compel 
Men to be of one oJ^ind, and one Heart > 
yet the Magiftrate is of Right , as well as 
Duty, bound not to Suffer her Teace to be 
Difturhed, or her Faith and Worjhipjhaken 
by Tuhlic\Harangues, and Trofeffed 'De- 
clamations : This is no Perfecution, but a 
NecelTary Provifion, whereby the Defigns 
of an important Trull committed to the 
Magiftrate, are fulfilled and anfwered, I 
mean that of a Guardian; and fince it is fb, 
I cannot imagine why any Government 

* fliould 
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Ihould be flack in the Excrcife of a JuSi 
Tower J efpecially firxce all fides are fen- 
fible how much Unanimity y in Matters of 
Religion, contributes to the TublichJFeal 
of a Nation. And truly, if to this Juft 
Law,another as Equitable wei^ eftablifhed. 
That Terfons/who will not content 'emfehes. 
with the Communion of the Eftahli/hed Re- 
ligion, Jhould therehy he fincapayie of. any 
T laces of Tru^ or Office y either in Church 
or State ; as we find it in Neighbour 
Countries, I queftion not but it would 
have produced a grea.tQr Unanimitj^ in 
Matters of Religion, than the moft hope- 
ful Projefts of Comprehen/ton, As the Cafe 
now ftands, the Tolerated Party is envigo- 
rated with the Hopes of one Day reducing 
every thing to their own Model ; but cer- 
tainly had an. Incapaciting Claufe been 
fixed to the.laft ^^ of Grace, I mean that 
of Toleration , it would not only have 
proved an invincible Bulwark to our Pure 
and Apoftolich^EjtahliJhment y but the molt 
Healing Principle of Unity that could 
have been contrived, or thought of 

Sect. 



Sect. ]K^II. Biit to return : As to the 
Charrge of Implmt Faifh, it mult be con- 
fefled. That the Depriving Mankind of 
any of thole Means, or Inftruments which 
God has appointed for the Difcovery of 
His Revealed Willi is a dired: Invalion of 
the Trhileges of a Chriftiafiy and a con- 
liderable Itep towards the Introduction of 
an Implicit Faith, But I prefume it 
cannot be pretended, that an Unlimited 
Tower of Trinting is one of thole Means 
which Got) has appointed for the Di£^ 
covery of the True Religion, If fo, God 
feems to have been very much wanting to 
his own Deligns,in not communicating th6 
Art by fome .Apoftle or Trop^et, long be- 
fore it obtained in the Chriftian World. 
But it's well known , the True Religion 
refts upon other Foundations ; it was E/la- 
hli/hed in Turity and Terfedtiofiy long bi?- 
fore this ufeful Art was formed,or thought 
of; and I queftion not, will long continue 
fo, unlefs the Trivilege of Trinting the 
lewdest and moft Heretical Notions^ fub- 
Vert its Foundations. 

As for this National Eftahli/bment , I 
challenge her moft avowed Enemies to 

pro- 
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produce one fingle Inftance, wherein ihe 
denies her Members the ufe of any Dhine 
or u4pq/Iolich^ Means, that are Inftituted * 
for the Difcovery of the True Religion. 
Our Church impofes no Article of Faith 
upon pure Church-authorities ; Ihe recom- 
mends every thing to the Mind and Con- 
fcience upon rational Motives^ and Con- 
visions : She is careful to publilh ufeful 
Difcourfes, in Matters of Faith and Pra- 
Sice ; and^ in a word, every thing that is 
profitable for Do&rine , for Reproof , for 
Correction, for Inftrudion in Right eoiifnej^, 
that the Man of Goi> may he perfect, 
throughly furnifbed unto aU good Works, 
She does not only allow, but exhort her 
People, To examine themfehes whether 
they are in the Faith : She denies 'em no 
Means of Information, fhe does not only 
lay open the Well of Life, . or Fountain 
of Living Waters, the Holy Scriptures, 
but recommends 'em to their Search and 
Enquiry, even to the Trying of the Spirits 
by them : She allows cm to propofe their 
Doubts and Scruples to their Spiritual 
Taftors, 2iXsA adminifters Counfel and Ad- 
vice upon the force of Reafon ^nd Scri- 
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pture. In a word, as fhe conceals nothing 
of the whole Counfel of Go n, fo Ihe ad- 
mits all their Prppofals, by way of En- 
quiry and Information : So that there is 
nothing wanting of thole Means God has 
inftituted to enable every Man To giye a 
reafon of the Hope that is in him. 

Where then is that Kurfery of Implicit 
Faith and Ignorance ? If Mens Judgments 
by all thefe Methods cannot, or will not 
be fet right and informed, ihall they chal- • 
lenge a Right to publilh Dogmatically, 
what they pretend to retain on no other 
Authority, than that of a weak Confcience, 
to bear down a rightful Eftahli/bment} 
Are all the zS\deans of Information ulelefs, 
and to be defpifed, if this is not fufFered ? 
Muft they from Examiners and Enquirers, 
immediately commence Do&ors and Di- 
Bators ; and deliver their Sentiments with 
equal Authority to that of the Eflahlijhed 
Religion ? Where is that Spiritual Ty- 
ranny' ^or Blind Ohedience^ when they may 
propole their Arguments , Doubts , and 
Scruples noTrivate Tajlors, or a. Tuhlick . 
Convocation J when they may depute 
TroxieSy and be admitted to CorferenceSy 

and 
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and Tuhlich Debates, without Taffes of 
Sf^etjt;9f'\xho\it the Dread of an It:qmfttimy 
or of a Writ deHaretico comburendo I Thefe 
are Privileges that may be obtained for 
asking; and they are the moft appofite 
Methods for the diftinguifliing Truth" 
from Falfhood: They are fuch as Goi> 
has appointed^ and confequently fuch asf 
God may be preiumed to give a Blefling 
to. When therefore an Eftablifhment has 
done all this, Ihall the Magiftrate that is 
conitituted a Guardian, and Truflee in the 
Church of Chris t, fuffer the Confciences 
of Men to be diftra€led, and the Tuhlich 
Teace of the Church invaded, by the bold 
Cavils and Harangues of every Unreafona- 
hie Gainjayer t . 

Sect.XIIT. Thirdly,'risohJQa&ei,That ' 
everj one, not only of Natural Right, hut 
in point of Dxxty 3 particular^ that of Cha.- 
rity, may and ought to puhlifb whate^ier 
appears to he Jrjuth, for the Infmnation 
and Dire&ion .of others j and ci^pientfy 
the Reflraint of the Prefs, that i^ridges. 
this Right, muii he unlawful, andunju^. 

I But 
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But, FirBy it Van iadi^utabfe' Tfuith> 
Tha^ the Naturai Mgbfs and Ikiti^ of 

iiant to the M^hts and Mere/is of P^^*- 
/rc^c Scfewiies ; and the Exercife: of the for- 
riier, is for the niioft part to be regulsUPed; 
and deterawiried by- tfte latten Again, 
Wbatevcir the Rights a«d: Interns of: Pri" 
vace Peiibns may be, the Magiftrate is ab- 
fblutely entrufted with th^ Prefervation? 
of the Publick FeiTce ; a«d confequenuly 
may rightftiiiyfttpprefe every thinig th^« ifip 
levcl'd againft any Branch or thd Ttihikk 
E/iabUjbmmt; finceftiih Attempt?9 uirfettki 
the Mind^ of a Pfeople, aifd^ engender- in- 
temperate Hej^s^ttd AflimoMe^i andcon- 
fequently carry a direct TendeH&y' to TM- 

.ordcr and Confu lion. 

All Goveiiiments give a latitude for 
pr^vateOpinionsmdi S^nnmettt^j and thei«^' 
fbrfe do not uftiailjr extend t^QirTefts^fSHh' 

fbriptims, beyond Places of TruB qt Ttih- 
Ik^EiH'^yments : whereas ;tis their €^re 
and'P^^l^e tokeep a wat^ifei Eve upon 
J^ffw i^HfjHs obtaiided- on the Ptiblic]^. 
WHilft an Opinion- refte in ttte Breisfis of 
private Perfons, the Tublick T.eace is not 

ex- 
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ex^d&d:; bat when 'tisihrelled upotn Mair- 
Ion A i^^tfi^M iiirJe^^ and txsm&ait- 
ted froiri the Prefitoo; it giv^s Umbrage 
to the Peace and Weal of the Community; 
a^d oonfeqaentky calls for the Cafe and 
Vigilance of 4:ihe Maj^rarte. In Oies^ ot' 
tills Iftamre, the ftijft ehfiftian-^mpeiarvKS 
appear d as iGuardiians >in >the iGhurch <of 
OHRisrr,and J^i go jouflyexer ted t?he>r Power 
and 'Authority, to*^ (maintain its' pablib); 
Peaqe^ndiliJnitfy.i 



# r 



Sbct. jXIV. <j^forthe^ButyofCommU' 
ntcaf'tng oun Opinions 4o ^others yit^ith a ®^ 
(igtt'cf InformatMni it -is -indi^pahly to he 
regulated ^Vtw^Cbnfidepations. 

iFirJi, Tht Importanceoi the Opimm^niL 
Secofidfyy The CertMrttj^ and Evidence 
of it. 

iFiri?,»If the©pinion beliich as does not 
affe^ any coniiderable Intereft of Man- 
Isindj or coire^t'or remove any dangerous 
•Error, but rather fervesto entertain our 
Speculation and Curiofity^ than regulate 
our Confcience or TraCtice; there can be 
noObligation to difturb the World by op- 
pdfing Bftahli/hed 'Do&rines or Notions, 

It when 
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when after all they, may carry in them 
greater Marks or Evidences of Truth> than 
a private Judgment can reafbnably pre- 
tend to. 

Secondly i Unlefe our Opinions are flip- 
ported by the cleareft Convictions of Rea- 
Jmy or Authority of Scripture , (as all mat- 
ters pf Importance undoubtedly are) there 
can be no juft Plea for Tfuty, to engage the 
reft of the World to become Dijciples or 
Followers. And indeed it feems highly 
unreafonable, that private Perfons fhould 
amufe the Minds of others by obtruding 
New Notions, when it may be they reft 
upon bare TrohabilifieSy or no higher Evi- 
dences than thofe that have htcn pe^aceahly 
received from Tuhlick Authority in Church 
and State. If the Proje6lions and Opini- 
ons of Men were governed by thefe Max- 
ims, I'm perfwaded the Reflratnt of the 
Pr^ (when it is thereby only committed 
to the InfpeCtion of Tublic\ Authority) 
would leldom be interpreted a Breach of 
any Natural Rights or Duties. 

SECT.XV.There now only remains tnOb- 
jeftion no way worthy to b^ animadverted 

' on. 
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on, except for its Topularity and Modern 

Fafhimahlenefi : 'Tis this. That the Re^. 

firatnt df the Pre s s, is an Iwoafion of the 

Liberty and Troperty of an Englilhman. 

But I'm perfwaded before the Objection 
can juftly take place, the Trmleges of the 
Trefi ftiould be difcovered to be an Article 
of Magna Chart a, tho' it were fome Cen- 
turies before Trinting had its Beginning : 
But in a word, if the Power of Legiflation 
is to be crampt, and fettered in the Cafe 
before us, I cannot fee but that every 
Authoritative Regulation of the Actions 
of an Engli/h Subjeft, might be dilputed as 
a Breach of the Liberty and Troperty of an 
Engli/bman , and confequently no Law 
could be eftabliflied, without firft obtain- 
ing the Unanimous Confent of the People. 

Sect. XVI. And now. Sir, I have in 
fome meafure difpatched what I propofed, 
and You feem to have demanded; and tho' 
I have not exprefly replied to Your En- 
quiries in the very Terms, or order they 
were propofed ; yet I have the Vanity to 
prefumei,That 1 have not only made returns 
to the Arguments contained in them; 

but 



but difpel'd that Cl<«jd of Ofc^e^bbns that 
odatc has been raifed to oblbru^ tlve Re- 
fti-aint of the Tre^. If therejfojpe Wiat fois 
been already oife!?ed has die good Foittme 
!to carry the Balatjcc, a^in^ ITour fturmer 
Sentiinentis, be ^leftfed to AifFer^ fhott Adi 
dfefson my part, in the cafe bdbre ii«5 ks 
a heai^y Advocate for the Maintaioance 
and Welfere of the Governmenf in Church 
-and Stat^: 

Sir, We have been hithertO'Cfflgaged m 
the Cattie of Religion, a-nd the Metho^-oSF 
its Prefervation and Support. jArUd Uhe 
late pafiionate Addrefs of the IsC^TarUoh' 
metit, and His ■^iMa}e/if% 'ttioit Gracious 
Anfwer to k, feems to Author ize'thel^ttr- 
fuit of the Argument. That ^en&ruhle 
Body wifely applied Thelnfelves to their^- 
*vereign, to confult His Tleajure, as well as 
^excite His Zeal sthd P/V/^ ; -and He was 
pleafed to iigtiifie'His concuirrenGe, and 1^- 
mit the Managery of the Affair to His 
Houfe of Commons, as to' the proper Iiiflru- 
ments to prepare Matters for the Formia- 
tiqn of a iuft l^aw. It's true, that Bo- 
nourahle Houfe formed a Bill upon the pre- 
feiit Ai"gumettt;'but the Mifcarriages of 

it. 



it, where-eVer jttftly to be fixed, cannot 
conclttde againft the Reafonablei^fs or 
Neceffity of it. I'm confident the Eyes 
and Heart, the Hopes and E^pedations of 
every Engli/bman^ that is ad:ed with a 
triae Concern for the True Religion, are 
fixed on the endTuing Sefiion ; and pardon 
nie> if 1 latter My-felf, That the Argu- 
ments already fuggefted, demonftrate the 
abfolute Neceflity of Reftraining the Trefi^ 
as an effectual Expedient to preferve th'e 
Interefts of it. 

The Liberty of Printing without Li- 
cenfe' or lnfpe6tion, has fufficiently dif- 
charged its poifonous Influences againft 
the Inter e/is of the Eflabli/hed Religion ; 
and a fmall tradfe of Time in the fame Al- 
lowance, would demonftrate its Force and 
Efficacy againft the Interefts of the Civil 
Tolityj as eftablilhed in a Monarchy. I 
wilh fome late Eflays had not afferted the 
Truth of the Obfervation ; witnefs tlioie 
grofs Infinuations the Trefi has prefented 
us with, for the preference of a Repuhlich^ 
to that of Monarchy : (.See Ludlow s Me- 
moirs\ Witnefs thofe bafe and unwarrant- 
able Characters vented in a late Paper, 

where- 



wherein the prefent Reign feems to be 
blacky n'd by the Help of a Trophetick 
Spirit, and making it an Acceflary to what 
may come hereafter ; where every Eftate 
of the Realm, and every Order of Men'in 
Authority and Places of Truft, arc de- 
Icribed like Ruffians and Paltroons, rather 
than Perfons of Dignity and Honour. 
What can be the Scope of fuch unmanner- 
ly Declamation, but to bring the Engli/b 
Conftitution into Diigrace, and prepare 
the Minds of the People for Anarchy and 
Confulion. [See The port Hijiory of Stand- 
ing Armies in England^ 

But to return : You, Sir^ and Your Ho- 
nourahle Brethren, are concerned as Tru- 
Itees and Guardians in part for Reli^on j 
and fince the neceflity of a National Efta- 
blilhment is fully dcmonftrated, all dif- 
interefted Perfons muft conclude. That 
Your fJ3ecial Care and Infpe6Hon lliould be 
engaged to advance that of this Nation, 
of which You profefs Your felves cJidem- 
hers, and from whofe Communion, by Civil 
Appointment, You receive Qualifications 
for T laces of Tru§l^ or Tuhlich Employ. A 
Temporary Intereft may engage a great 

many 
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many Mciii to declare 'enifelves Members 
of Her Communion ; but it's certain the 
true Teft of Member/hip is to ufe all 
imaginable Endeavours to maintain her 
Rights t^nd. fupport her QonfhtUtion ; when- 
■ everlhe'spublicklyattack'dinany Branch 
of it. 

ft 

To have the Trefi regulated by the re- 
ceived . Doctrines of a Natmtal EftabliJIo' 
menty is to be efteemed one of her un- 
doubted Rights ^nd Immunities; and 

♦therefore when Invalions of this Nature 
are daily made, Ihe may juftly expert the 
interpofalof-^/^<?r/V;'.' i|ut if Jhe could 
not challenge thus much of Right, yet 
fince the Dtffenting Se^arieshsLv^ received 
very ample .j^s of Grace , under thepre- 

. fent Government; the Eftablijbed Religion ^ 
one would think, may reafonably expedt 
her tail in this kind, and command the 
Trefi in matters of Religion, as the FirB 
A^ oi Grace; efpecially fince 'tis no more 
but what Former Reigns, by an indifputa- 
ble Authority, afforded her. 

But to draw towards a Conclufion : Give 
me leav« to tell You, &>, If the Reflraint 
of the Trefi Cannot be obtained by way of 

K Right, 



Right/ nor Grace and Favour: I queftion 
not but the fatal influences it has upon 
Morality and Religion^ is Motive lufficient 
to accoinplifh it. I fhall not refume the 
Argument I have already enlarged on ; but 

. certainly it feems to be a fruitlefs Attempt 
to fupprefs Immorality and Trofan'enif^^ 
and eftablifh a Sence of Religion^ and Trin- 
ciple of Tiety, whilft a latitude is permit-* 
ted in the moft publick manner, to difpute 
the molt Sacred Toints of Religion, to de-' 
cry National EftahUJbmentSy arraign theJ^. 
whole Order of the Minifiers of Religion, 
and the Solemnities of Tuhlick Wbrfiip, 
It's impoiiible the generality of Mankind 
under thele Inftrudtions, can entertain any 
ierious Thoughts concerning J?^//^/<w, but 
are rather prepared to contemn and vilifie . 
the Blefjed A u t h o r of it, and the whole 
Contrivance: and therefore ii Morality and 
ftri^ Kertue is purfued on thefe terms, • 
it's more to be afcribed to the happy 
Genius of Mankind, than any Principle of 
Religion. In a word then. If the Ho* 
nourable Aflembly of Commons is in ear- 
ncft for Reformation (as I queftion not but 

. they are) what has already "been offered, 

feems 
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ieems to befpeak the Regulation of the TreJ^ ' 
to be the mpft likely Introdu6tton to it. 

And now, &V, I have delivered my Sen- 
timents with as much Sihcerity as Free- 
dom. All that remains, is. If they happen 
to make You a Trofelyte, I hope You'll 
employ Your hearty Endeavours , in the 
Poft You're fixt, to make the Argument 
the fubje6t of a Law ; and tiie greatell Te- 
ftimony of this will be, that Care be taken, 
not only that a Law be formed, which will 
cfFe6tually anfwer the Defigns of it ; but 
that the Forming of it be done with that 
Prudence and Caution, as not to give a 
handle to crufh it in its firft Production. 
When this is accomplilhed, it will lay per- 
petual Obligations of Gratitude and Re- 
fpe£t towards the Inftruments of it, on all 
thofe in whom the Intereft of this Go- 
vernment apparently confifts ; The True 
Members of the E/labltJhed Church of 
England. 

FINIS. 
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